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Books Descriptions

Renowned as one of the all-time finest illustrators of fantastic themes, Austrian artist
Alfred Kubin (18777?1959) illustrated more than 70 books, including the works of
Dostoyevsky and Poe as well as his own fiction. Kubin came of age under the
influence of the Symbolists' preoccupation with decadent subjects, and his
Expressionistic drawings range from spooky to sexy to comical. This volume presents
the only English-language version of Kubin's autobiography, accompanied by
numerous examples of his extraordinary drawings. The artist's memoirs recount his
troubled youth, which was shadowed by his hatred for his estranged father, his
attempted suicide at the grave of his beloved mother, and his mental breakdown



during military service. Upon his 1899 enrollment at the Munich Academy, Kubin
discovered a world of inspiration in the works of Odilon Redon, Edvard Munch, James
Ensor, and Max Klinger, and he vowed to dedicate his life to the creation of similarly
imaginative art. After a
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